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ESSENCES OF VIETNAM I – SOUTH TO NORTH 7 DAYS/ 6 NIGHTS 
        Ho Chi Minh City – Ben Tre – Da Nang – Hoi An – Hanoi 

 

Discover Vietnam’s delightful melange of culture and history on a compact, insightful journey. Explore Ho 
Chi Minh City’s historic monuments then glide across the waters of the Mekong Delta. After a stop in sleepy 
Hoi An, travel to bustling Hanoi and cap off the adventure with a Halong Bay cruise. 

Why you will love this trip:  

• Get a glimpse of local culture: Explore villages and farms on the Mekong Delta and wander through 
Hanoi’s Old Quarter to see the Vietnamese people’s lifestyle. 

• Understand Vietnam’s history: Discover Vietnam’s ancient past at the Temple of Literature and 
wartime history at the War Museum and Reunification Palace. 

• See UNESCO-heritage Halong Bay: Unwind at the end of the holiday with an overnight cruise on 
Halong Bay and admire the stunning landscapes. 

BRIEF ITINERARY 

Day Date Itinerary Companion Meal 

Day 1   Ho Chi Minh city Arrival  Guide, Driver - 

Day 2   Ho Chi Minh city explore  Guide, driver B,L 

Day 3   Ho Chi Minh –Mekong Delta – Ho Chi Minh   Guide, driver B,L 

Day 4   Ho Chi Minh – Da Nang – Hoi An  Guide, driver B,L 

Day 5   Hoi An – Da Nang – Hanoi  Guide, driver B,L 

Day 6       Hanoi – Halong Bay  Driver                           B,L,D 

Day 7   Halong Bay – Hanoi  Driver B,L 

    
     B= breafast, L = lunch, D= Dinner  

DETAILS ITINERARY 
Day 1:  Ho Chi Minh city arrival  - 

Upon arrival to Ho Chi Minh City, our guide and driver will be waiting to provide transport to the hotel for 
check in. The remainder of the day will be free at leisure. 

Overnight: Ho Chi Minh City. 
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Meal: not available 

Day 2: Ho Chi Minh city explore  B,L 

Depart from the hotel for a full day of touring Ho Chi Minh City. Head to Cholon, the Chinatown district, to 
discover the area’s markets, shops and Thien Hau Pagoda. Next pay a visit to Vietnam's first traditional 
medicine museum, the FITO Museum, with an amazing collection of 3,000 items relevant to the 
development of traditional Vietnamese medicine. Implements used to prepare indigenous herbs and objects 
commonly found in traditional pharmacies can be seen in the galleries as well as ancient books and 
documents on traditional Vietnamese medicine. 

Head back to the city center to visit Ben Thanh Market where an incredible display of fresh produce is 
offered. Enjoy a guided stroll through the market exploring the variety of goods for sale. 

This afternoon pay a visit to either the War Remnants Museum, Reunification Palace. Afterwards, stroll through the 
major sights of colonial Ho Chi Minh City: the Old Saigon Post Office, Dong Khoi Street (formerly Rue Catinat), 
Continental Hotel, Opera House and City Hall. At the end of the afternoon head back to the hotel 

Overnight: Ho Chi Minh City. 

Meals: breakfast, lunch 

 

Day 3: Ho Chi Minh City–Authentic Mekong Delta – Ho Chi Minh city B,L 

Depart from your hotel in the morning and drive approximately two hours to Ben Tre, and the gateway to 
the delta. Here, you will board a small boat to start your sightseeing around the waterways of Mekong Delta. 
Known also as the rice bowl of Vietnam because of its large rice production, the area has also diversified into 
activities related to aquaculture, rearing of animals, cash crops and fruit trees. 

Visit a brick factory and board a small boat to meander through the canals and waterways in the area. Then, 
stop at a small homemade coconut processing plant to see how coconuts have been turned into oil, candy 
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and woven mats that are later sold in the market. After the boat trip you will have a short walk to a local 
village to see mat weavers at work, before jumping on the Delta’s version of a tuk tuk ( xe-lôi ) and travelling 
down country roads to reach a nice local riverside restaurant for lunch. After lunch, take a short cycling tour 
to explore the surrounding fields before boarding a sampan for a tranquil trip along the picturesque canals. 
Come back to the port and continue to visit Ben Tre Local Market before heading back to Ho Chi Minh city, 
arriving late in the afternoon.  

Overnight: Ho Chi Minh city 

Meals: breakfast, lunch 

 

Day 4: Ho Chi Minh – Da Nang – Hoi An B,L 

After breakfast, transport will be provided to Tan Son Nhat Airport for the short flight to the central port city 
of Danang. Upon arrival to Danang there will be a 30-minute transfer to Hoi An, stopping en route to visit 
the interesting Cham Museum. Upon arrival to Hoi An, enjoy a walking tour through this major Asian trading 
port of the 17th and 18th centuries, soaking in an atmosphere that has changed little over the years. During 
the walk, explore the former merchants’ homes, the 400 year-old Japanese Covered Bridge and the colorful 
market. Enjoy the rest of the day at leisure. 

Overnight: Hoi An. 

Meals: breakfast, lunch 
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Day 5: Hoi An – Da Nang – Hanoi B,L 

After breakfast at the hotel, transport will be provided to Danang Airport for the short flight to Hanoi. Upon 
arrival to Hanoi, our guide and driver will be waiting to provide transport to the hotel for check in. 

This afternoon, pay a visit to the Temple of Literature, Vietnam’s first university. Founded in 1076, Quoc Tu 
Giam was established within a temple to educate Vietnam's royalty, mandarins and members of the elite. 
The university functioned for an incredible 700 years and its gardens and well-preserved architecture offer 
a fascinating glimpse into Vietnam’s past. 

Next, pay a visit to the One Pillar Pagoda, one of Vietnam’s most iconic temples. Just nearby the pagoda is 
the mausoleum of the historic father figure of modern Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh, and his modest house on stilts. 
(Mausoleum viewed from outside; closed Mon and Fri and from Oct-Nov) 

Continue with a wander through the streets of Hanoi’s Old Quarter. Take a walking tour through charming 
Hang Be Market and around Hoan Kiem Lake, a bustling area home to thousands of small businesses and 
shops.  

Wrap up the day with a Water Puppet show, a uniquely North Vietnamese art form depicting scenes from 
rural life and episodes of national history.    

Overnight: Hanoi. 

Meals: breakfast, lunch 
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Day 6: Hanoi – Halong Bay B,L,D 

Following breakfast, depart Hanoi for the 4hrs drive to Halong Bay. Arrive at the Halong City around noon 
and proceed with check-in formalities. After a welcome onboard, lunch will be served while cruising into the 
heart of the bay. In the afternoon, enjoy sightseeing, on-board activities (depending on each boat’s itinerary) 
or just spend some time relaxing on board. Towards the end of the day the boat sets anchor for the night 
among the karst formations. Dinner is served on board. 

Overnight: Halong Bay. 

Meals: breakfast, lunch, dinner 

 

Day 7: Halong Bay – Hanoi  B,L 

Enjoy a tranquil morning in the midst of the bay. Early risers can enjoy a memorable sunrise amongst the 
brilliant karst formations. Breakfast will be served (brunch on some boats) while the vessel cruises slowly 
through the magnificent rock formations and back towards port. Disembark and transfer to Hanoi. 

Note: This tour may be subject to change depending on weather conditions. 

As an optional extra, visit one of the oldest pagodas in Vietnam ‘But Thap’ on the way back to Hanoi. 

Transport will be provided to Noi Bai Airport for the departing flight*. 

(*An extra night may be needed in Hanoi depending on onward flight time.) 
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   RATES & CONDITIONS 
 

FIRST CLASS ACCOMMODATION 

Where Hotel Name Room Type N.o of night 

Ho Chi Minh Alagon Central Hotel Deluxe  03 

Hoi An Cozy Hoi An Villas Boutique Hotel Sunset cove  01 

Ha Noi Essence D'orient Deluxe  01 

Ha Long La Fairy Cruises Senior Suite Balcony  01 
FIRST CLASS PRICING 

Number of Persons 1 2 3 4 5 - 6 7 - 8 SGL Supp 

Price in USD 2,036 1,276 1,151 1,069 1,019 963 286 

Price in VND x 

1,000 
44,800 28,080 25,330 23,510 22,420 21,180 6,281 

Note: Reservations during peak times (Christmas, New Year, Vietnamese Lunar New Year, National Holidays) may 

be subject to supplementary charges and compulsory meals. Rates are valid until December 2018 

 

SUPERIOR ACCOMMODATION 

Where Hotel Name Room Type N.o of night 

Ho Chi Minh Liberty Saigon Central Le Thanh Ton Deluxe  03 

Hoi An Koi Resort and Spa Superior  01 

Ha Noi Hanoi La Siesta Deluxe  01 

Ha Long Indochina Sails Deluxe  01 
 

SUPERIOR PRICING 

Number of Persons 1 2 3 4 5 - 6 7 - 8 SGL Supp 

Price in USD 2,428 1,444 1,319 1,236 1,187 1,130 495 

Price in VND x 

1,000 
53,420 31,770 29,020 27,200 26,110 24,870 10,897 

Note: Reservations during peak times (Christmas, New Year, Vietnamese Lunar New Year, National Holidays) may 

be subject to supplementary charges and compulsory meals. Rates are valid until December 2018 
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DELUXE ACCOMMODATION 

Where Hotel Name Room Type N.o of night 

Ho Chi Minh City Hotel Des Arts Saigon Deluxe  03 

Hoi An Hotel Royal Hoi An Mgallery Deluxe  01 

Ha Noi Melia Hanoi Hotel Deluxe  01 

Ha Long Paradise Elegance Cruise Deluxe Balcony  01 

     

     
DELUXE PRICING:  

Number of Persons 1 2 3 4 5 - 6 7 - 8 SGL Supp 

Price in USD 3,265 1,938 1,813 1,730 1,680 1,624 849 

Price in VND x 

1,000 
71,840 42,630 39,880 38,060 36,240 35,340 18,684 

Note: Reservations during peak times (Christmas, New Year, Vietnamese Lunar New Year, National Holidays) may 

be subject to supplementary charges and compulsory meals. Rates are valid until December 2018 

 
Price is included:  

• Accommodation as mentioned in the program based on twin/double share. In case of unavailability 
another equivalent option will be replaced. 

• Ground transportation in private air condition vehicle. 

• Meals as mentioned in the program  (B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner). 

• English speaking guide at each destination except contrary indications 

• All admissions fees according to itinerary. 

• All logistical services necessary for the organization of the program 

• Taxes 
 

Price is not included: 

• Meals or any other item not described in the itinerary 

• Drinks during meals, and expenses of personal nature 

• Tips & gratuities ( Tips is recommended around 3 USD/person/day and a half for driver if you satisfy 
with their services ) 
  

Ginkgo Voyage’s plus: 

• 1 complimentary minelral water and 1 cold towel per person per day tour 

• 24/24 service hotline, from office in Ho Chi Minh city 

• Live Chat on website  
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BOOKING CONDITIONS 

Deposit policy 

• Upon confirmation: 30% of total tour price 

• From 30 - 15 day prior to departure day: 40% of total tour price 

• From 14 -7 days prior to departure day: the rest 30% of total tour price 
  

Cancellation policy 

• After payment is settled: 10% of total tour price 

• From 15 days prior to departure day: 70% of total tour price 

• From 7 days prior to departure day: 100% of total tour price 

• If the cancellation is made after payment of the deposit, Ginkgo Voyage charges the amount of 
these penalties on the deposit paid by the customer. Ginkgo Voyage reimburses the customer the 
remaining amount, if applicable, by bank transfer, the customer must bear all bank charges. 
 

Liability 

Ginkgo Voyage acts as intermediary between the concerned airlines, hotels, all transport operators 

and local tourist offices providing the services. Ginkgo Voyage is therefore not responsible for any 

loss, injury or damage sustained by the tourists, including those occurring outside the touring 

programs. Additional expenses incurred due to delay, accidents, natural and disaster, political actions 

and unrest must be borne by the tourists. Participation in our tours implies the tourist’s agreement 

to the above conditions. 

Special notes 

Your passport must be valid for at least six months beyond the date of intended departure. And it 

should have sufficient spaces to allow for all immigration procedures (at least 2 blank pages) 
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